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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT 
Attorney Docket: 1094-32 ' 



APPLICANT(S): Hildreth et al. 



GROUP: 1764 



SERIAL NO.: 10/660,065 



EXAMINER: Thuan D. Dang 



FILED: 



September 8, 2003 



FOR: PROCESS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF ETHYLBENZENE FROM DILUTE 
ETHYLENE STREAMS 



This is in response to the Official Communication dated July 20, 2006 stating that 
Applicants' previously submitted Amendment (dated May 9, 2006) was not fully responsive. 
The reason given for this determination was because of the following omissions: 

(1) why new claims 19-23 (classified in class 585/323) meet the requirement 
of the original restriction (claims 1-18) in the previous Office Action, and 

(2) why new claims are patentable over the prior art. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail, postpaid in an envelope, addressed to: Mail Stop: Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450, on the date indicated below.. . 
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Commissioner for Patents 
POBox 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 
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It is respectfully submitted that said Amendment is fully responsive. Reconsideration of 
the refusal to enter the Amendment is respectfully requested. 

Pursuant to MPEP 821.03, claims added by amendment to an unelected invention 
following an Office Action should be treated as indicated by 37 CFR 1.145, which states: 

If, after an office action on an application, the applicant presents claims 
directed to an invention distinct from and independent of the invention previously 
claimed, the applicant will be required to restrict the claims to the invention 
previously claimed if the amendment is entered, subject to reconsideration and 
review as provided in §§ 1.143 and 1.144 

MPEP 821.03 provides that the Examiner may withdraw newly submitted claims directed 
to an invention which is independent and distinct from an invention constructively elected by 
original presentation for prosecution on the merits. However, a complete action on all claims to 
the elected invention should be given. 

Therefore, Applicants should not be required to cancel any claims prior to entry of the 
Amendment, which is fully responsive to the previous Office Action. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request that an Office Action on the merits be issued. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Adrian T. Calderone 
Reg. No. 31,746 
Attorney for Applicants 
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